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Art Alfano with AMA District I V.P. Andy Argenio at the 

2009 Scale Show 
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Event Calendar 
 May 6, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Winter Project Show-n-Tell, 7:30@CCT. 

 May 9, 2009 (Sat) - Opening Day and Field Cleanup, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 May 21, 2009 (Thu) - Official Start to "Training Night 2009". 

 Jun 3, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 Jun 20, 2009 (Sat) - Summer Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Jul 1, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 Jul 26, 2009 (Sat) - 3rd Annual Golden Age Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Aug 5, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Ice Cream Social, 7:30@CCT. 

 Sep 2, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Annual Member Swap Meet, 7:30@CCT. 

 Sep 12, 2009 (Sat) - Annual Member Picnic, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Sep 19, 2009 (Sat) - 2nd Annual Glider Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Sep 26, 2009 (Sat) - 4th Annual Helicopter Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Oct 7, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 Oct 10, 2009 (Sat) Groton Fun Fly, Groton Flying Field. 

 Oct 17, 2009 (Sat) - Rocketry and Scout Day, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Nov 4, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Annual Club Business Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 Dec 2, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 



 

Spring Fun Fly 
By David Houston

hat a day for the Spring Fun Fly! The weather cooperated with partly cloudy skies, temperatures in 

the mid-50ôs, and light winds. The turnout was fabulous with 14 pilots participating in the events and 

considerable number of helpers, watchers, and jeerers.  

The day started off at 10 am sharp. Many pilots wanted to get in test flights 

before the events began to check out their planes, their fingers, or their 

moves (their approach to the particular events). Dave Varrell and David 

Houston initiated the 2009 flying season by having the first mid-air when 

they attempted to ñhold wingsò practicing for the pylon race. Fortunately, 

that did not end our day, as Dave Varrell had a second plan to fly, and Jim 

Thompson graciously (or foolishly) allowed David Houston to fly his plane 

in the events. 

The first event was the egg drop, where the 

objective was to drop an egg from your plane and land it as close as possible to a 

target on the runway. It was very interesting to see the various approaches to the 

challenge. There was even one helicopter involved ï which wound up winning, but 

not the way that might be expected. As you might expect, attaching a cup to hold 

the egg that will also allow it to be dropped when desired is a bit challenging. 

Dennis Ayotte took the approach of mounting the cup on his skies facing forward 

with the intent of keeping the nose up until he was over the target, and then simply 

pitching forward to drop it. Seemed like a great plan. Well, the egg had different 

plans and decided not to come out on the forward pitch. So Dennis tried flipping the 

egg out with a quick pitch up. That worked so well that the egg got scrambled by 

his rotor ï and earned him 75 bonus points! Fortunately, no damage to the 

helicopter. Two 

other notable results were Naeder Mourao 

(20 feet from the target) and Dave Varrell 

(28 feet from the target). There were several 

others that actually got the egg on the 

runway, and the rest of us ï well, letôs just 

say we managed to hit the field. 

The second event was the Pylon Race. 

Measured was the time from wheels up, 

five laps around the pylons, to wheels 

down. But it was not all about speed, 

because each turn that you did below the 

top of the pylon subtracted five seconds 

from your time. In the end, you had to be 

both fast and low to win the event, and it 

W 



came down to Dave Silva (1:06 and 10 turns below the pylons), Naeder Mourao (1:15 and 9 turns below the 

pylons), and Tony Covino Jr. (1:16 and 6 turns below the pylons).  

The third event was called óDicey Timeô and involved a roll of the dice (literally). After rolling the dice, we had 

to fly straight out (or up in some cases) for a number of seconds based on the roll of the dice, and then land. 

Ranking was based on time from wheels up to wheels down. Again the top contenders were Dave Silva and 

Naeder Mourao with times just over ten seconds. 

Prizes were awarded to Dennis Ayotte, Dave Silva, and 

Naeder Mourao at 

the monthly April 

meeting for the 

best performance 

in each of the 

individual events. 

While it has no 

monetary value, the 

prize for the most 

consistent 

participant goes to 

Naeder Mourao 

who was in the top 

three for all events. 

 

A big thank you to Jim Thompson who served as Contest Director. The 

events chosen served to challenge us as pilots, while providing enough uncertainty that we didnôt know who 

was going to win until the last flight was flown. Thank you! 

There were some hiccups due to family medical 

issues. John Morley had Tony Difinizio  each had 

family issues that they needed to attend to in the days 

leading up to the Fun Fly. They had been scheduled to 

take care of the advertized refreshment, lunch, and 

prizes, and no one could be found to cover those 

responsibilities on short notice. Thank you John and 

Tony for all you do for the club! 

 


