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Event Calendar 
 May 5, 2010 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Winter Project Show-n-Tell, 7:30@CCT 

 May 15, 2010 (Sat) - Glider Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 May 22-23, 2010 (Sat/Sun) - Annual Helicopter Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 Jun 26-27, 2010 (Sat-Sun) - Rhode Island National Guard Open House @North Kingston RI 

 Jul 7, 2010  (Wed) - Club Meeting: Ice Cream Social!!, 7:30@CCT 

 Jul 10, 2010 (Sat) - Summer Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 Aug 14, 2010 (Sat) - Summer Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 Aug 21-22, 2010 (Sat-Sun) - Westfield Air Show @Barnes ANG Base, Westfield MA 

 Aug 28-29, 2010 (Sat-Sun) - Boston-Portsmouth Air Show @Portsmouth Intl Airport, Pease NH 

 Sep 1, 2010 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Annual Swap Meet, 7:30@CCT 

 Sep 11, 2010 (Sat) - Annual Member Picnic, Ogonowski Field 

 Sep 25, 2010 (Sat) - 'Toys For Tots' Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 Oct 2, 2010 (Wed) - Scout and Rocketry Day, Ogonowski Field 

 Oct 9, 2010 (Sat) - Fall Fun Fly, Groton Field 

 Nov 3, 2010 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Annual Club Business Meeting, 7:30@CCT 

 



View From Under the Rotor 
Chuck Smith, President 

he wind and the rain are what keep me 

down. The challenge and fun are what keep 

me coming back for more. 

I remember when I started flying RC.  In fact, I 

remember every time I step up to the flight station.  

My knees donôt shake much anymore, but the risk 

and challenge are ever present.  I know if there 

wasnôt a bit of a challenge, I would probably not be 

doing this hobby.  For me the freedom of six 

directions of travel, gives me creative license.  It 

does not make a lot of difference what type of 

aircraft I fly.  While I have some aircraft I enjoy 

more than others, I respect ALL forms of RC flying.  

We often hear sideline talk at the field about how 

this guy flies differently than me (or us) but really, 

itôs the freedom that makes our hobby so unique 

and challenging.  Most of you who know me, know 

that I really donôt play favorites when it comes to 

RC Aircraft.  One of the key things I try to work on 

within our club is allowing us ALL to enjoy our 

time at the field. This is my number one job, to 

work for the two hundred or so members and ensure 

they can all do their thing at the field.  I think most 

of us just want to fly and enjoy the weather and our 

time at the field, away from work.  I would like all 

of us to be un biased about the types of aircraft that 

fly, but I know its not a perfect world.  I would ask 

that we try to respect others preferences in aircraft.  

You donôt have to like it, but you really do need to 

except that we all deserve to enjoy our time at 

the field.  Enough said. 

May first is Opening day at Pinnacle. Letôs 

try to get a good crowd this year and 

hopefully the good weather will be with us as 

well. Opening day is a time to spruce up the 

field, bring out your projects to FLY finally, 

and touch base with old friends who we 

havenôt seen much of during the winter. 

And speaking of bringing out our new and 

old projects, we should all be doing preflight 

checks on a regular basis, but especially after 

they have been sitting most, if not all winter. 

A preflight check list is essential to making 

sure youôre ready to go. Often overlooked, 

we tend to skip the preflight checks because maybe 

itôs not habit? So here is your chance to start a new 

year with safety in mind. I have not seen more than 

two people run range checks in the past 6 months 

and one of them was me J. Come on, itôs simple 

but it often gets overlooked. A large part of your 

preflight check is the radio check. Do your 20 to 25 

paces from your aircraft and test all your channels. 

While nine times out of ten there are no issues to 

report, a couple of things will happen regardless of 

the results. One ï if there is an issue you will likely 

save your aircraft from an early death, and two ï 

you, by default, have checked that your receiver is 

on and the correct aircraft is selected in your 

transmitter. You will also get a feeling of 

confidence knowing your preflight was a success. 

Preflight lists are easy to come by. I wonôt put one 

in here for fear of forgetting something, and I am 

sure you all know what should be on this list. 

We should all remember that Safety is a number 

one concern at the field, and itôs up to each of us to 

do our part. A preflight will always make me feel 

safer, especially if itôs on another memberôs aircraft. 

;)  See you at the field! 

 

Chuck Smith 

President, The 495
th
 R/C Squadron, Inc. 

T 



AMA Contribution 
John Morley, Past-President 

Some of you may have noticed the citation in the April 2010 Model Aviation magazine (page 128) 

acknowledging the $100 contribution our club made to the AMA in Jan. 2010. This donation was made on 

behalf of the club in memory of our friend Zareh Chutchian who passed away on Jan. 16. These donations are 

used to support the Academyôs programs, the National Model Aviation Museum, and the International 

Modeling Center. The BOD of the club thought it would be an appropriate gesture to remember such a generous 

and passionate modeler as Zareh!   

After orchestrating this donation on behalf of the club, it occurred to me that an annual donation to the AMA by 

our club might be a positive means to honor and remember our fellow members and friends who have left us in 

the past year. I discussed this idea with the BOD at a recent meeting, and the idea was met with universal 

approval. The general consensus of the board was that the best way to implement an annual donation would be 

to modify the current club By-Laws to make this provision. This change would ensure the continuity of this 

effort from year-to-year, and formalize the commitment of the club to making this yearly investment in the 

future of aeromodeling in memory of our friends.   

Pima Air and Space Museum 
Tuscon, Arizona 

John Morley, Past-President 

Where can you see a B-36 ñPeacekeeperò bomber, a B-58 ñHustlerò 

bomber, an SR-71 ñBlackbirdò reconnaissance aircraft, and an Air 

Force 1 presidential transport aircraft all under the same roof? If you 

guessed the Pima Air and Space Museum in Tucson, Arizona, youôd 

be correct! Located about 120 miles south of Phoenix, just off I-10, 

the Pima Air and Space Museum is the 3
rd

 largest aviation and space 

museum in the country (after the Smithsonian, and the US Air Force 

Museum), and the largest privately funded aviation museum in the 

world. The museum boasts a collection of more than 300 rare aircraft 

and spacecraft from around the globe, displayed both indoors, and 

outdoors on their 80 acre complex. There are five ñhangarsò (totaling 

177,000 Sq. Ft.) for the most valuable parts of the collection, while 

the other aircraft are displayed outdoors (the dry 

environment of the desert southwest is ideal for 

long-term outdoor storage). At the Pima Air and 

Space Museum you can literally walk among 

some of the most significant, rare, and one-of-a-

kind military and commercial aircraft in the 

world! Directly across the street from the museum 

is the Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, otherwise 

known as the military aircraft ñboneyardò for the 

U.S. military. Tours of this facility, which houses 

approximately 800 military aircraft in long-term 

storage, are conducted three times per day. 

Although itôs not permitted to leave the air-



 

 

conditioned tour bus during the boneyard 

tour, the view is still quite impressive, and 

picture taking is encouraged! 

I had a chance to visit both the Pima Air 

and Space Museum and the Davis-

Monthan AFB Boneyard during a recent 

trip to the Grand Canyon with my family. I 

spent a solid day walking the museum 

grounds, and getting an up-close-and-

personal view of all the wonderful aircraft 

and artifacts (over 125,000 in total). At 

mid-day, I took the 2 hour tour of the 

nearby Davis-Monthan boneyard. 

Complete photo coverage of my visit can be found in the gallery on the club website (www.495thsquadron.org), 

and the Pima Air and Space Museum website can be found at: www.pimaair.org. 

Enjoy!!

http://www.495thsquadron.org/
http://www.pimaair.org/

