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Event Calendar 
 Sep 2, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Annual Member Swap Meet, 7:30@CCT. 

 Sep 12, 2009 (Sat) - Annual Member Picnic, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Sep 19, 2009 (Sat) - 2nd Annual Glider Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field, 9:00@Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Sep 26-27, 2009 (Sat) - 4th Annual Helicopter Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Oct 7, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 Oct 10, 2009 (Sat) Groton Fun Fly, Groton Flying Field. 

 Oct 17, 2009 (Sat) - Rocketry and Scout Day, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Nov 4, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Annual Club Business Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 Dec 2, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 



The Road To IRCHA Jamboree 
By Bob Merlino 

ver the last year and a half, Andrewôs 

interest in heli flying has constantly 

increased, along with his level of flying. He 

specializes in a type of flying classified as Extreme 

Flight (XF), also commonly referred to as 3D 

flying. He not only practices at Pinnacle and on the 

sim, but also keeps in touch with a number of his 

ñ3D buddiesò over the country to hash out the latest 

maneuvers and such. 

A few months ago he asked if we could attend this 

yearôs IRCHA Jamboree. He very much wanted to 

experience the event and meet some of his 3D 

friends. The IRCHA (International Radio Control 

Helicopter Association) Jamboree is the largest heli 

event anywhere and draws hundreds of vendors and 

thousands of people, including the worldôs top heli 

pilots. It is held each year at the AMA headquarters 

in Muncie Indiana. This is more or less a fun fly 

event, but itôs THE event for the heli aficionados. 

At first I sort of dismissed the idea, thinking that it 

would be too ambitious, especially given the fact 

that the event is half way across the country. But as 

time went on I warmed up to the idea. A father and 

son road trip? Two enthusiasts to a great heli event? 

é Ehhh that sounds like fun!  A couple of months 

ago, I told Andrew we would try to go, much to his 

delight.   

Immediately he started to practice for the event. He 

had a clear goal: enter the Amateur Competition at 

the Jamboree and win a sponsorship.  But things 

worked out quite differently.  About a month ago, 

what started as a casual conversation with a Hirobo 

representative quickly resulted in Andrew snagging 

a sponsorship from Hirobo. Shortly after he also 

managed a second sponsorship from Bill of Billôs 

Hobby Barn. This is a field representative position.  

The goal is to promote Hirobo, the hobby shop and 

the hobby itself at fun fly events. Most of all, to 

have fun while demonstrating the 3D Hirobo helis 

to their fullest. 

This changed things, the Hirobo sponsorship meant 

he lost his amateur status, disqualifying him from 

entering the Amateur Competition. Instead, at the 

Jamboree he would be part of Team Hirobo. 

Perhaps a spot on the  Hirobo 3D demo team, if his 

flying was ñup to snuffò. This was fine with 

Andrew, confident he would make the team. 

One of the reasons that made the Hirobo 

sponsorship possible was the fact that Andrew has 

been flying Hirobo helis since day one. The EVO 

50 was his first heli, still doing well after hundreds 

of flight. Recently we just built the Turbolence, 

which is Hiroboôs latest 3D  90 size machine.  

These two machines were not enough to meet our 

new challenge as field reps, but at least we had 

something to take to IRCHA. Ideally, as soon as 

possible, we needed to build two more helis,  the 

new Hirobo 50 size SDX model. Two new 50 size 

machines would provide economical ñworkhorsesò 

for practice and demos, saving the far more 

expensive 90 for demos only. But this would have 

to wait after IRCHA, there is no time. 

With Murphyôs Law at its best, within a week, we 

had two crashes, both our Hirobo helis were out of 

commission. Suddenly we had nothing to take to the 

Jamboree. It would take a small miracle just to get 

the parts and fix the two machines on time.  

Then, while at Pinnacle one day, I was lamenting of 

our situation to Jim Thompson. To my surprise he 
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said ñI know what we need to do, we need to 

assemble a build team, build two new 50-size SDXs 

and fix the two broken machinesò.  At first I had a 

good chuckle, thinking he was kidding. We had a 

week and a half to do all this. My reply was 

ñimpossible, it usually takes Andrew and I a month 

to build one heli. On top of that, we have virtually 

nothing ordered yetò. But Jim was seriousé ñwith a 

good  team, and assembly line efficiency, it could 

be doneéò.  As Jim and I were having this 

ñImpossibleò,  ñnot impossibleò back and forth 

discussion, who happens to drift into the 

conversation, but none other than unsuspecting 

Dave Silva. Jim and I had the same light bulb go 

oné ehmmé heli expert extraordinaireéhmmé 

Hey Dave, do you like to build helis?  Needless to 

say we all know the answer to that question, not 

much arm twisting was required. We had our build 

team!!  With Jim and Dave on board, suddenly the 

impossible seemed possible. 

The next morning a mad scramble ensued  to 

order the kits and all the parts. The first order of 

business was to build the two new helis. The kits 

arrived on Wednesday and later that evening Jim, 

Dave, Andrew and I promptly began construction. 

This was no ordinary heli build. Two identical 

helis built at the same time, with assembly-line 

efficiency and coordination. Not a single minute 

wasted. All the builders had specific assignments. 

An all out effort continued for the next four nights 

until midnight. I knew I had a dedicated crew when 

I came home from work a few minutes late, one 

day, and found Jim and Dave already hard at work 

in our basement. These guys were on the clock! 

All the hard work paid off. On Sunday evening, in 

just four days, the two new helis were at Pinnacle 

for initial engine break-in. Both helis hovered that 

evening, although neither engine was running well. 

Then the mosquitoes came out in full force and we 

called a hasty retreat.  

Although the new helis were now built, much work 

remained to make them viable machines to be flown 

at a major event in a few days: engine break-in, 

tuning and most important enough stick time for 

Andrew to get used to them. Once again Jim and 

Dave stepped up big time, offering to pick up 

Andrew early in the afternoon and work with him at 

Pinnacle to accomplish all this.  So they did. On 

Monday night, after work, I drove up to the field 

and witnessed both helis buzzing the skies of 

Pinnacle, a nice sight indeed. With no time to 

waste, both helis had to fly simultaneously. All the 

field testing was completed on Tuesday night. That 

was the only time I heard Andrew say he had done 

so much 3D flying he was tired. The new SDXs 

were ready to rock and roll.  

With the major objective of two new SDXs now 

achieved, it was time to concentrate on the repair of 

our other two Hirobo helis.  Over the next few 



nights, Jim and Dave worked tirelessly to help 

us repair the EVO 50 and the Turbolence. 

The EVO was even fitted for night flying. In 

fact that Saturday night, after 9:00 pm, Jim 

and Andrew put on quite a little show of night 

flying at Pinnacle. We even enjoyed such 

notable visitors as the Morleyôs to witness the 

event. That was a lot of fun.   

And so we are ready, we have the right 

equipment for the IRCHA Jamboree. This 

was only possible due to Jim and Dave. They 

provided motivation, guidance, invaluable 

help and expertise, their time, not to mention 

lots of spare parts. 

There was lots of camaraderie, we told lots of  

helicopter fish stories and most of all we had 

fun, the most important thing. Andrew and I are 

very grateful and very lucky to have such good 

friends. 

Onto IRCHA Jamboree!!  In the next article weôll 

report on our experience. 

 

Golden Age and WW1 Fly-In 
By Mihran Tenekedzhyan 

A Special Appearance by the B-17é 


