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Event Calendar 
 Mar 4, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Batteries!, 7:30@CCT. 

 Mar 28, 2009 (Sat) - Spring Fun Fly - Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Mar 29, 2009 (Sun) - Art Alfano's Annual Scale Show, CCT. 

 Apr 1, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 May 6, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Winter Project Show-n-Tell, 7:30@CCT. 

 May 16, 2009 (Sat) - Opening Day and Field Cleanup, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 May 21, 2009 (Thu) - Official Start to "Training Night 2009". 

 Jun 3, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 Jun 20, 2009 (Sat) - Summer Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Jul 1, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 Jul 26, 2009 (Sat) - 3rd Annual Golden Age Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Aug 5, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Ice Cream Social, 7:30@CCT. 

 Sep 2, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Annual Member Swap Meet, 7:30@CCT. 

 Sep 12, 2009 (Sat) - Annual Member Picnic, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Sep 19, 2009 (Sat) - 2nd Annual Glider Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Sep 26, 2009 (Sat) - 4th Annual Helicopter Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Oct 7, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 Oct 10, 2009 (Sat) Groton Fun Fly, Groton Flying Field. 

 Oct 17, 2009 (Sat) - Rocketry and Scout Day, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Nov 4, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Annual Club Business Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 Dec 2, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 



The Art Alfano Scale Show is 

being held on a Sunday 

afternoon to allow more modelers 

to display their fabulous models 

and more spectators to view 

them! We will setting up the 

entire ground floor at the church, 

and will be serving lunch and 

refreshments during the event. 

View From The Left Seat  
John Morley, President 

ell, itôs hard to believe but the winter 

season is fast coming to an end! I know 

that weôve still got the month of March 

to go, but the temperatures are moderating, and the 

days are getting longer! It sure wonôt be long now! 

If you are like me, youôve got a touch of ócabin 

feverô, and canôt wait for that first warm spring day 

at the flying field! Iôm just about finished with my 

winter project list, and should complete it easily in 

the next few weeks! Things have gone so well in 

fact that Iôve decided to complete a Hangar 9 Piper 

Pawnee ARF that I bought last year for the 

upcoming flying season. This extremely detailed 

model is beautifully done by the folks at Hangar 9, 

and is sure to be a favorite! I picked up several 

OS Max .91 Surpass II engines on 

sale at Tower Hobbies this 

winter, and one of these 

engines will be powering 

the new Pawnee. I really 

look forward to my new 

models, and Iôll have 

several to become 

familiar with this year!  

I sure hope to see many 

new and different 

aircraft at the field when 

the weather warms up!! 

As I reported last month, I 

have now acquired several 

LiFePO4 (Lithium Iron Phosphate) 

batteries, more commonly known as óA123ô 

batteries. I plan to use these batteries as óflight 

packsô to power the airborne electronics in some of 

my larger airplanes. Among other characteristics, 

these batteries have negligible self-discharge, and 

the ability to be fast charged, making them an ideal 

choice for this application. Like other lithium 

battery technologies, A123 batteries require cell 

balancing and a specialized charger tailored for the 

particular battery chemistry. I will be using an Astro 

Flight A123 óBlinkyô balancer, and the Hughes RC 

multi-port charger with my A123 batteries. Again, I 

will report my experiences with these new batteries 

as I become more familiar with them. 

I have also taken delivery of the 50cc size canister 

muffler that Iôll be testing this summer with my 

DA50 gasoline engine. This engine is mounted on a 

1/3 scale Great Planes Christen Eagle airplane that 

will serve as the test bed for my sound level 

reduction experiments. Unlike many canister 

equipped models, the Christen Eagle was not 

designed with a canister muffler in mind, so Iôll 

have to get creative with its mounting. Fortunately, 

the Christen Eagle has a wide landing gear stance, 

and lots of ground clearance, making an external 

mount practical. Again, I will report my experiences 

with these mufflers as I gather data, and become 

more familiar with them. 

We are currently planning to have many 

exciting activities for our members 

again this year! For example, at 

the March 4
th
 club meeting, 

we are planning to host a 

discussion about various 

R/C battery 

technologies. On 

March 28
th
, we will be 

hosting a Spring Fun 

Fly and BBQ at the 

Ogonowski field. On the 

following day, the club 

will be hosting the annual 

Art Alfano Scale Show at the 

Tewksbury Congregational 

Church. In a departure from the regular 

Wednesday night show, we will be moving this 

event to Sunday afternoon. We hope that the change 

in time will allow more modelers to display their 

fabulous models, and more spectators to view them! 

We will setting up the entire ground floor at the 

church, and will be serving lunch and refreshments 

during the event. Please plan to put this must-see 

event on your calendars, and join us for this a 

wonderful afternoon of scale models!! 

Again, a reminder that each month the BOD will 

meet on the Wednesday evening immediately 

preceding the regular club meeting. This is a change 

from the previous schedule of meeting on Thursday 
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evenings, so take note! Occasionally, the BOD does 

not meet in a given month due to schedule or 

calendar conflicts, and every effort will be made to 

notify the membership by email when this happens. 

We have recently changed the BOD meeting venue 

to the 99 Restaurant in Tewksbury. The new 

location provides the peace and quiet necessary to 

efficiently conduct the business of the club. As 

always, there is plenty of room at every meeting, 

and the atmosphere is informal, so we invite 

interested members to attend! The next regular 

BOD meeting will be held on Wednesday Mar. 

25th, 2009 at 7:30 PM.  

I hope you see all of you at upcoming club 

meetings, and at the field! 

John Morley February 20, 2009 

President, The 495th R/C Squadron, Inc 

 

Field Marshalôs Report 
Steve Jackson, Field Marshal 

t appears that I was a bit premature with my 

challenge to the club for another consecutive 

year of field safety. Yup, no sooner is the 

challenge being penned in the newsletter as one of 

our own is yet again sticking their fingers into the 

arc of the propeller to see what that feels like. This 

hobby has its serious moments for sure. Let me 

repeat ñkeep your fingers out of the prop peopleò. 

The challenge is still on! 

Last check Oganowski field was still covered in a 

blanket of snow. There is plenty of evidence that 

many of you have not let that stop you from 

enjoying the hobby. Please try and do that safely, 

watch your step and please observe the winter 

flying rules. Be safe. 

There have been some changes effected to 

Oganowski field rules that should be observed on 

the 495th web site. Please check it out so that you 

are aware and can act in compliance. The field rule 

will be read at the next club meeting as required for 

our compliance with AMA regulations. 

One notable change is the removal of the time limit 

to shut the field down at sunset. Apparently there 

are some of you that would like to try some night 

flying. If you have any interest in this new activity 

contact Jimò The RADMANò Thompson. Talk 

about outside the box I donôt think there is a box 

involved. Not sure how to apply safety rules hear 

but we are working on that and we will figure it out 

as we move forward with this new endeavor.  

Soon we will be transitioning back to standard 

flying rules. When the pilot stations are back in 

place all Oganowski field rules will be observed and 

enforced. Some notables are the use of restraints 

and carpets with liquid fueled models. Iôm trying to 

see GREEN here, donôt want to see any fuels spilled 

onto the grass. Be sure that all engine starting is 

performed it the designated area in front of the 

safety benches. Donôt reach over the propeller to 

remove the glow stick. Get behind the model and 

remove it, much safer. 

ñBig Guyò Ernie Poole (the guy on the mower} has 

a new weapon. The club saw what he could do with 

equipment that was impossible to drive. We decided 

to see how he would do with a machine that actually 

goes in the direction you point it. Ernie has once 

again offered to keep an eye on field maintenance. 

Be sure and offer him a hand i.e. move the benches 

and tables so as to ease the job. 

The BOD gave me a fresh set of batteries for my 

SOUND METER it is calibrated and working 

flawlessly. 

Finally I would like to solicit suggestions from the 

membership as to what we could do to improve or 

change anything at the Big O (Oganowski field). 

Your thoughts would be appreciated. Email me at 

sjack10214@aol.com. 

Steve Jackson  January 24, 2009 

Field Marshal 495
th
 Squadron 
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2009 Italian Banquet 
Pictures by John Morley 

 


