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Event Calendar 
 Feb 4, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Italian Banquet and Awards Night, 7:30@CCT. 

 Feb 14, 2009 (Sat) - 31st Annual Club Auction, CCT. 

 Feb 20, 2009 (Fri) - WRAM Show Bus Trip. 

 Mar 4, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 Mar 28, 2009 (Sat) - Spring Fun Fly - Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Mar 29, 2009 (Sun) - Art Alfano's Annual Scale Show, CCT. 

 Apr 1, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 May 6, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Winter Project Show-n-Tell, 7:30@CCT. 

 May 16, 2009 (Sat) - Opening Day and Field Cleanup, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 May 21, 2009 (Thu) - Official Start to "Training Night 2009". 

 Jun 3, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 Jun 20, 2009 (Sat) - Summer Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Jul 1, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 Jul 26, 2009 (Sat) - 3rd Annual Golden Age Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Aug 5, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Ice Cream Social, 7:30@CCT. 

 Sep 2, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Annual Member Swap Meet, 7:30@CCT. 

 Sep 12, 2009 (Sat) - Annual Member Picnic, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Sep 19, 2009 (Sat) - 2nd Annual Glider Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Sep 26, 2009 (Sat) - 4th Annual Helicopter Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Oct 7, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 Oct 10, 2009 (Sat) Groton Fun Fly, Groton Flying Field. 

 Oct 17, 2009 (Sat) - Rocketry and Scout Day, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Nov 4, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Annual Club Business Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 Dec 2, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 

 



Blimp Captain 
Tony DiFinizio, Vice President 

 

ereôs a new type of R/C flying that I bet you havenôt 

tried!  Ron Quattroci and Jim Thompson are real live 

blimp captains! 

The guys were contacted by the Lowell Devils, the minor 

league affiliate of the New Jersey Devils professional hockey 

team.  They play at the Tsongas arena in downtown Lowell.  

The team uses an 11 foot long helium filled blimp to advertise 

local sponsors and drop coupons on the crowd between 

periods.  Ron and Jim had to figure out how to use the blimp 

as the instructions were very lacking.  It took a lot of trial and 

error to figure it out.  The controls are very simple looking.  It 

was two props on either side of the basket attached to the 

bottom of the blimp.  A single speed control runs both motors 

and a  simple 4 channel HiTech radio is used.   

The motors are mounted on swivels so they can vector up and 

down to create lift.  That swivel is assigned to the elevator 

channel.  Turning is achieved via a small prop placed in the 

tail that acts like a helicopter tail rotor.  It pushes the tail from 

side to side like a rudder.  This is assigned to the right aileron 

control.  Unfortunately the tail rotor is much more efficient in 

one direction so the blimp turns very slowly to the left but 

rotates rather well to the right! 

I was invited to a game to check out the process in hopes I 

might someday be able to pilot the beast.  Jim and I arrived at 

5:45 for the 7:00 game.  The blimp is tied down by ropes in a 

storage area.  It was quite deflated when we started.  Filling 

the blimp is necessary every time you fly it.  It is incredibly 

sensitive to weight and buoyancy.  Just a small addition of 

helium will send it sky high while the slightest leak will see it 

plummet.  The cargo is comprised of 8 coupons about the size 

of business cards.  This tiny amount of weight creates a 

drastic change in buoyancy.  After a few minutes of trial and 

error, filling and letting out gas, we achieved relatively stable 

buoyancy.  There are two small canvas sacks tied to the nose 

and tail.  Adding one or two pennies in each gives you correct 

balance and helps trim the weight and lift. 

We walked the blimp out to the launch tunnel where the 

Zamboni drivers park the ice machines and watch the teams 

practice.  When they are done its time for fun!  Toss the 

balloon up and off it goes.  Jim deftly steers it around the 

arena around wires and safety nets, championship banners and 

H 

The Lowell Devils have been playing 

for three years at the Tsongas arena and 

the biggest request from fans was to 

have a blimp. They found Ron as a 

contact of local RC knowledge and 

wanted some help figuring out how to 

get a blimp flying at the games. The 

Devils asked if we had any requests 

about what to ask for when making a 

purchase. We requested a brushless 

setup for motors. 

Three weeks before the first game the 

blimp arrived. We filled the blimp with 

helium and gave it a try. It was 

impossible to fly! After evaluation it 

seems one motor id not work very well 

so a replacement was requested. A few 

days later and another try. Still not 

working well so we opened it up to see 

what they put together. Can you 

believe two brushless motors 

connected in parallel to one speed 

controller! No wonder it didn't work. 

We asked the manufacturer about this 

and they said they never used brushless 

motors before! I guess you have to be 

careful what you wish for. They sent 

out another motor setup (brushed this 

time) and we installed it 3 hours before 

the first game was to start. And this 

was opening night with a packed 

house. Started it up and launched it, 

and one of the props flew off into the 

stands. After a trip back home to find 

the small metric replacement parts I 

had the prop back in place and made 

the first real flights on opening night. 

We are having a great time flying the 

blimp now that the kinks have been 

worked out. This summer we can work 

on upgrades for the blimp adding a 

better drop mechanism for goodies and 

some flashing lights to stand out better. 

Come see a game and say hi to the 

blimp driver down in the tunnel. 

Jim Tompson 



advertising signs.  You lose any sense of altitude inside the arena so keeping the blimp at proper altitude is 

difficult.   

About a dozen kids follow the blimp around 

running in the aisles yelling for it to drop the 

precious cargo.  Little do they know the 

coupon is for refinancing an auto loan with a 

local bank.  Oh well, I guess sometimes they 

drop food coupons for the concession stands.   

The left stick rudder function is slaved to 

another servo that pulls a cable to drop the 

cards.  Moving left drops 4 and then move it 

right to drop 4 more.  Jim makes the first drop 

over the crowd in front of the red line.  The 

blimp plods along and drop number two is 

made on the other side of the arena. 

Now itôs time for fun.  Jim steers the 

lumbering blimp onto the ice inside the glass 

barriers and begins to make it bob and weave.  

He tries setting up a tick tock like maneuver but itôs difficult with such limited controls.  It kind of looks like the 

driver just sneezed.  Have to work on that one Jim!   

The only rule is to keep it high enough so you donôt whack one of the Zamboni drivers.  They donôt care for 

that.  With 6 minutes left before game time itôs time to bring her home.  They open one door in the glass wall 

and wait.  Jim has to bring her down nose-in and get the altitude right.  Then a little thrust with her pointed in 

the right direction.  Not much control for small corrections so it has to drift in.  As soon as it reaches us we grab 

it by a string on the nose and rein it in.   

Then we get to sit and relax and watch the game!  The Lowell Devils are the next step below the pros so these 

guys are good!  That night they played the Providence Bruins.  I wasnôt sure who I wanted to win!  The guys 

play fast and furious.  I like watching college and semi-pro hockey more than the pros.  These guys are fighting 

for their careers and looking for a shot in the big leagues.  It was an intense game.  

Five minutes before the end of each period 

we would duck away and prep the blimp.  

Load up refinance coupons, install a fresh 

battery, check the buoyancy and get her 

ready for launch.  Between periods there are 

20 minutes to kill so we have at least 10 

minutes of blimp fun.  More tricks and 

more happy kids.  More dive bombing over 

Zamboniôs, then in for a landing. 

In the end the Lowell Devilôs won a 2-1 

victory.  It was a great game to watch.  I 

was amazed at the attendance, it was 

absolutely pathetic.  I have never been to a 

game but I can tell you this will not be my 

last.  Tickets are available for lots of fun 

games and I advise you to check it out if 

you love hockey or just want to take the 


