A
SQUADRON

F
L~ i

< , , b 4 \
” e ¢,
- w < > > N




In this Issue

INthISISSUE......cciiiiiiieee e 2.
Event Calendar..........cccccoeeeviiiiiiicce e 2
Blimp Captain.........ccccuvveeeieiiiiiieeeieeieeeeeeeeeeeee 3.
Winter Fun Fly 2009.........ccccoiiiiiiieiiiiieeeceeeee 5
View From The Left Se@t............cccevvvvvvivnvnnceen. 7
Propeller 1, Tony O.....cooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiemeeeeeeeieees 8
Field Mar s.hal.ds..C.o.r.n.e0
Member ProjectS.........uvvviiiiiiiiiiieeeieeeeee 11

Event Calendar

Feb 4, 2009 (Wed)Club Meeting: Italian Banquet and Awards Night, 7:30@CCT.
Feb 14, 2009 (Sat)31st Annual Club Auction, CCT.

Feb 20, 2009 (Fri) WRAM Show Bus Trip.

Mar 4, 2009 (Wed) Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT.

Mar 28, 2009 (Sat) Spring Fun Fly Ogonowski Flying Field.

Mar 29, 2009 (Sum)Art Alfano's Annual Scale Show, CCT.

Apr 1, 2009 (Wed) Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT.

May 6,2009 (Wed) Club Meeting: Winter Project ShewTell, 7:30@CCT.

May 16, 2009 (Sat) Opening Day and Field Cleanup, Ogonowski Flying Field.
May 21, 2009 (Thu) Official Start to "Training Night 2009".

Jun 3, 2009 (Wed)Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT.

Jun 202009 (Sat} Summer Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field.

Jul 1, 2009 (Wedj Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT.

Jul 26, 2009 (Sat)3rd Annual Golden Age Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field.
Aug 5, 2009 (Wed) Club Meeting: Ice Cream Social, 7:30@CCT.

Sep 2, 2009 (Wed)Club Meeting: Annual Member Swap Meet, 7:30@CCT.
Sep 12, 2009 (Sat)Annual Member Picnic, Ogonowski Flying Field.

Sep 19, 2009 (Sat)2nd Annual Glider Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field.

Sep 26, 2009 (Sat)4th Annual Helicopter Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flyifgeld.

Oct 7, 2009 (Wed) Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT.

Oct 10, 2009 (Sat) Groton Fun Fly, Groton Flying Field.

Oct 17, 2009 (Sat)Rocketry and Scout Day, Ogonowski Flying Field.

Nov 4, 2009 (Wed) Club Meeting: Annual Club Business Meeting, 7:30@CCT.
Dec 2,2009 (Wed) Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT.



Blimp Captain

Tony DiFinizio, Vice President

erebs & mwmedwRY/Yp fl ying
tried! Ron Quattroci and Jim Thompson are real |

blimp captains!

The guys were contacted by the Lowell Devils, the mi
league affiliate of the New Jersey Devils professional hoc
team. They play at the Tsorggarena in downtown Lowell
The team uses an 11 foot long helium filled blimp to adver
local sponsors and drop coupons on the crowd be
periods. Ron and Jim had to figure out how to use the bl
as the instructions were very lacking. It tookof trial and
error to figure it out. The controls are very simple looking.
was two props on either side of the basket attached t
bottom of the blimp. A single speed control runs both mo
and a simple 4 channel HiTech radio is used.

The motors are mounted on swivels so they can vector up
down to create lift. That swivel is assigned to the elev
channel. Turning is achieved via a small prop placed in
tail that acts like a helicopter tail rotor. It pushes the tail fr
side b side like a rudder. This is assigned to the right ail
control. Unfortunately the tail rotor is much more efficient
one direction so the blimp turns very slowly to the left
rotates rather well to the right!

| was invited to a game to checktdhe process in hopes
might someday be able to pilot the beast. Jim and | arriv
5:45 for the 7:00 game. The blimp is tied down by ropes
storage area. It was quite deflated when we started. Fi
the blimp is necessary every time you itly It is incredibly
sensitive to weight and buoyancy. Just a small additio
helium will send it sky high while the slightest leak will se
plummet. The cargo is comprised of 8 coupons about the
of business cards. This tiny amount of weigheates a
drastic change in buoyancy. After a few minutes of trial
error, filling and letting out gas, we achieved relatively st
buoyancy. There are two small canvas sacks tied to the
and tail. Adding one or two pennies in each gives yaoteco
balance and helps trim the weight and lift.

We walked the blimp out to the launch tunnel where
Zamboni drivers park the ice machines and watch the t
practice. When they are done its time for fun! Toss
balloon up and off it goes. Jim deftly steers it around
arena around wires andfsty nets, championship banners



advertising signs. You lose any sense of altitude inside the arena so keeping the blimp at proper altitud
difficult.

About a dozen kids follow the blimp around
running in the aisles yelling for it to drop the
precious cargo. Little do they know the
coupon is for refinancing an auto loan with a
local bank. Oh well, I guess sometimes they
drop food coupons for the concession stands.

The left stick rudder function is slaved to
another servo that pulls a cable doop the
cards. Moving left drops 4 and then move it
right to drop 4 more. Jim makes the first drop
over the crowd in front of the red line. The
blimp plods along and drop number two is
made on the other side of the arena.

Now i t @nse for fun. Jim steers the

lumbering blimp onto the ice inside the glass

barriers and begins to make it bob and weave.
He tries setting up a tick tock like maneuver ibutddfisult with such limited controls. It kind of looks like the
driver justsneezed. Have to work on that one Jim!

The only rule is to keep it high enough so you
that. With 6 minutes left before game tine tiins to bring her home. They open one door in the gladis

and wait. Jim has to bring her down nasend get the altitude right. Then a little thrust with her pointed in
the right direction. Not much control for small corrections so it has to drift in. As soon as it reaches us we gr
it by a string orthe nose and rein it in.

Then we get to sit and relax and watch the game! The Lowell Devils are the next step below the pros so tr
guys are good! That night they played the Provi
play fast ad furious. | like watching college and sepnb hockey more than the pros. These guys are fighting
for their careers and looking for a shot in the big leagues. It was an intense game.

Five minutes before the end of each period

we would duck away angrep the blimp.

Load up refinance coupons, install a fresh

battery, check the buoyancy and get her

ready for launch. Between periods there are

20 minutes to kill so we have at least 10

minutes of blimp fun. More tricks and

more happy kids. More dive bibing over

Zamboni 6s, then in for a | anding.

I n the end the Leawell Devil 6s won a 2
victory. It was a great game to watch. |

was amazed at the attendance, it was

absolutely pathetic. | have never been to a

game but | can tell you this will not be my

last. Tickets are available for lots of fun

games and | advise you to check it out if

you love hockey or just want to take the



