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Event Calendar 
 Feb 3, 2010 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Italian Banquet, 6:30@CCT, (regular meeting follows at 8:00) 

 Feb 13, 2010 (Wed) - Winter Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 Mar 28, 2010 (Sun) - Art Alfano's 21st Annual Invitational Scale Show, CCT 

 Apr 11, 2010 (Sun) - Annual Auction. 

 May 1, 2010 (Sat) -  Opening Day, Ogonowski Field 

 May 5, 2010 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Winter Project Show-n-Tell, 7:30@CCT 

 May 15, 2010 (Sat) - Glider Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 Jun 19-20, 2010 (Sat/Sun) - Annual Helicopter Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 Jul 7, 2010  (Wed) - Club Meeting: Ice Cream Social!!, 7:30@CCT 

 Jul 10, 2010 (Sat) - Summer Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 Aug 14, 2010 (Sat) - Summer Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 Sep 1, 2010 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Annual Swap Meet, 7:30@CCT 

 Sep 11, 2010 (Sat) - Annual Member Picnic, Ogonowski Field 

 Sep 25, 2010 (Sat) - 'Toys For Tots' Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 Oct 2, 2010 (Wed) - Scout and Rocketry Day, Ogonowski Field 

 Oct 9, 2010 (Sat) - Fall Fun Fly, Groton Field 

 Nov 3, 2010 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Annual Club Business Meeting, 7:30@CCT 

 

Donôt forget to sign up for the Italian Banquet on February 3rd. You may fill 
in the registration form, or contact John Morley at 978-851-8895. 

"When once you have tasted flight, you will 
forever walk the earth with your eyes turned 
skyward, for there you have been, and there 
you will always long to return."  

~ Leonardo da Vinci 

 

http://www.495thsquadron.org/Italian%20Banquet%202010.htm


In Memory 
Chuck Smith, President 

It is with a heavy hand and heart that I must inform 

those of you who have not yet heard,  we have lost a 

longstanding and significant member of our club.  I 

would like to take a moment to acknowledge the 

loss of one of our own, Zareh Chutchian, who 

passed away on Saturday, January 16, 2010. 

On Tuesday, January 

19, 2010 several 

members of the 495
th
 

including myself, went 

to Zarehôs wake.  It was 

amazing to see all of the 

people in attendance.  

The funeral home was 

overflowing and I was 

told it had been that way 

since the doors had 

opened.  It just goes to 

show how many people 

Zareh had touched in 

his lifetime.  I had the 

pleasure to speak with 

some of Zarehôs family and learned a lot about him 

I hadnôt known before. Aside from being one of our 

Chief Instructors for several years, he led a very full 

life and had experienced more than most of us will 

in our own lifetime.  Most of us knew Zareh, but 

there was much about him you might not have 

known. 

 Zareh was married to his wife Diana for 67 

years; 

 He served in the U.S. Army with the 511th 

parachute infantry regiment during the 

occupation of Japan, enlisting at age 18; 

 He joined the paratroopers because there 

was an extra $50 of pay involved; 

 He built a radio while overseas to listen to 

music, even though it was not allowed; 

 He was a skier, a fisherman, had tried hang 

gliding, owned a motorcycle, and had a wish 

to own his own full scale airplane; and 

 Zareh loved flying RC and very much 

enjoyed hanging out at the field.  His 

daughter mentioned to me, unless the 

weather was rainy, when she went to visit 

she would usually be told, ñno he is not 

here, he is at the field.ò  

I knew Zereh for over ten years and I remember him 

as a guy full of life, willing to help anyone, with a 

really sharp wit.  He will be missed for sure, but his 

spirit will  live on. 

I did a little digging and found 

these words from Zareh 

himself (taken from the 

October 2003 495
th
 

Newsletter). Link here-> 

http://495thsquadron.org/PDF

_Files/Newsletters/Oct03New

sletter.pdf 

1) If U holler orders @ the 

pilots from the pitsðget off ur 

butt & stand next to him/her. 

2) Whatever happened to Bill 

GoddenðWas it worth it? 

3) I applaud John Morleyð

Who ran a nice raffle & is helping our club to 

normalcy. 

4) Groton Field is under-utilized. Letôs get a posse 

and invade Benôs Turf! 

5) The weather was so bad (Early AugustðEd.) ðI 

almost forgot how to fly I need an instructor (no 

profanity!) 

6) Glad to see John B. flying againðAnd U thought 

the seeing-eye dogs @ the field were just pets! 

7) After seeing Larryôs (Cummings) Biplanes fly, I 

almost got sucked into building another WWI óbird. 

8) Letôs face itðScale aircraft are a pain to buildð

but after seeing Les Haleyôs AIRACOBRA flyðI 

dunno? 

9) After thinking it over the past year or so, the idea 

of a designated time for flight training makes sense. 

With 10 instructors on the ólistô ï WHY canôt we 

arrange for 2 instructors to be available 

say...Thursday 5-7 PM and Saturday 10 to noon? 

Zareh Chutchian 1928 ï 2010 

http://495thsquadron.org/PDF_Files/Newsletters/Oct03Newsletter.pdf
http://495thsquadron.org/PDF_Files/Newsletters/Oct03Newsletter.pdf
http://495thsquadron.org/PDF_Files/Newsletters/Oct03Newsletter.pdf


View From Under the Rotor 
Chuck Smith, President 

reetings 495
th
 members! 

YESé I did make it to the field on the first 

day of 2010.  I got there about 11:00 AM 

and there were three folks there ahead of me, so I 

was not the first to fly in 2010, but I was at least the 

fourth.  No videos, but John captured some images 

of the 4 aircraft at the field that day.  If memory 

serves me correct, John Morley, Jim Thompson, and 

Bill Lentine were there ahead of me. It was about 

32 degrees but very little wind.  The quick 5 minute 

flight I made was enough to remind me of the 

enjoyment I get out of this hobby. 

Incidentally January is National Hobby Month. 

This month I will be making the argument for the 

ñSpread Spectrum Radio technologyò. 

Your RC Transmitter ï Part 1 

Letôs face it.  There really isnôt one thing you can 

do without when weôre talking your RC aircraft.  

You canôt fly without a power plant, you need a 

receiver, servos, and batteries on both the aircraft 

and the transmitter and of course you need the 

transmitter.  

There are ways to save some money. You can buy 

used power plants (electric, gas, or nitro).  Used 

servos can be had, even used electronics, but there 

are a few places buying used just isnôt a good risk 

and when it comes to the transmitter and receiveré 

well this isnôt a place to try and save money.  Not to 

say you canôt, but letôs look at the reasons it makes 

sense to buy your receiver and transmitter new. 

There are some components of your RC setup that 

might fail and you could still land safely, or worst 

case, control where you crash, (effectively steering 

away from people or property).  The one place you 

cannot afford to have failed is the brain that controls 

your ship.  The transmitter and receiver are one of 

those parts that if they fail, youôre going down and 

itôs not going to be pretty.  The bigger, heavier and 

faster your ship is, the more danger is involved.  

You can get by with older servos, or an older power 

plant, but donôt scrimp on your radio gear.  After 

all, control is what we are working on all the time. 

It is what we do in this hobby.   

If you have older RC equipment it can be costly to 

replace all your gear and go to the newer Spread 

Spectrum technology, but sooner or later, you have 

to put a stake in the ground and move into the 

newer stuff.  When you do, itôs important to 

understand the technology and the benefits it will 

afford you.  

Before I go into the Spread Spectrum difference 

letôs take a quick look at the older 72MHz systems.  

Traditional ñnarrow bandò systems run in the 

27Mhz, 53Mhz (ham radio band) and the most 

popular, 72MHz (typically reserved for aircraft). 

Most of us are very familiar with the 72Mhz range, 

so for this article, we will be looking at the 72 MHz 

band as a comparison.  This technology is fairly 

simple to understand.  The transmitter sends out a 

signal, on one frequency, your receiver picks up this 

signal, (itôs tuned to your ñchannelò), and then the 

receiver sends the directions to the servos based on 

your stick positions.  Easy, simple, and it works 

well. 

We all know the drawbacks.  Only ONE channel 

(frequency) can be in use at a time. Letôs say for the 

sake of this article you have your plane on channel 

50.  You have to make sure no one is on it.  If 

Chuck is running on channel 50, you have to make 

sure he isnôt in the air, does not turn on by accident 

testing something or making some servo 

adjustment, or didnôt forget to turn off his 

transmitter. You have to trust and share that one 

frequency.  Heaven forbid Steve comes to the field 

and he is ALSO on your channel.  Now aside from 

trusting other folks to not turn on, you also have to 

coordinate taking turns at the pin pole.   

Additionally, sometimes there are harmonics that 

can cause issues.  A harmonic is when two channels 

mingle together and effectively add up and create a 

third channel or more specifically, interfere with a 

third channel.  This is a danger because you donôt 

know what channel you might be interfering with.  

Yes there are some known harmonics and with 

G 



some research you can find out what channels to 

avoid running together that could create a potential 

conflict.  I say potential because itôs not a sure 

thing, but still it does exist and we should at least be 

aware. These things alone are really enough to 

consider looking into newer technology. 

Enter Spread Spectrum, or 2.4Ghz. 

The obvious advantage is you can 

have many, many people at the 

same site that wonôt have any 

interference with each other. Case in 

point there were 18 little helicopters flying in hover 

at the last club meeting and there was zero 

frequency conflict.  While I donôt have an exact 

number, I do know at the 2009 IRCHA event they 

flew over 50 aircraft at the same field with no 

interference.  On our best day at the 495
th
 you wonôt 

see 50 people at the same time.  

Additionally the frequency (2.4Ghz) of Spread 

Spectrum has zero interference because it resides 

above the range where noise from motors, escapes, 

metal to metal contact and vibrations that can cause 

glitches and loss of signal. 

OK here is the bottom line.   

1. Spread Spectrum virtually eliminates ALL 

radio interference 

I wonôt retype that but please read that last 

statement again! 

2. Spread Spectrum has better response time. 

Latency is the time it takes for the servos to move 

after you give a command at the transmitter.  Other 

factors are the load on the servos and the servo 

speeds.  Because Spread Spectrum systems are 

completely digital, the response time is considerable 

less. 

While you may not notice it doing typical Sunday 

flying, you WILL notice it when performing 

advanced aerobatic maneuvers that 

require exact timing (like rolling 

circles) 

3. Spread Spectrum systems use 

less current to operate, so your 

batteries will last longer at the field. 

4. Another benefit is servo synch, which enables 

two servos (when used in tandem for high torque 

applications to move one single surface) to receive 

their signals simultaneously with no binding or lag 

associated with 72Mhz where there is a slight split 

second delay from one servo to the other. 

5. The last advantage I will mention is shorter 

antennas.  You all know what this one means.  You 

wonôt have to worry about forgetting to put up the 

transmitter antenna, and the receiver antenna is 

much less of an issue to route through your aircraft. 

I know you can have many dollars tied up in 

multiple receivers if you have multiple aircraft, but 

the 72MHz technology is now old enough to 

seriously consider dumping it, selling what you 

have, and reinvesting in the latest technology, 

before more folks drop the older technology and the 

used market starts to dry up. 

So if you are in the market for a new transmitter, 

you really shouldnôt be looking at anything else. 

 

Spread Spectrum virtually 

eliminates ALL radio 

interference! 

New neat thing of the monthé 
Well this month while searching on some new fun gadget I found this 

inexpensive and really small cameraéJust $29.70! @ 

http://www.hobbypartz.com (you will need to add a micro SD memory 

card) It runs on a lithium-ion battery capable of supplying power for up to 6 

hours. Records in color and with audio! Video is available at these two 

links: 

http://www.hobbypartz.com/hicocagrforf.html 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RhrQ87xfx6A 

You can also find this item at Xheli.com but the pricing is $10 dollars 

higher. (I have seen it priced at $49 and $59 dollars at other online 

retailers.) 

http://www.hobbypartz.com/
http://www.hobbypartz.com/hicocagrforf.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RhrQ87xfx6A


Next month Iôll spend some time going over the two 

competing Spread Spectrum technologies.  Futaba 

and JR have different ways of applying their flavor 

of Spread Spectrum and it may help you choose if 

you know the similarities and differences. 

Interesting fact:  The most primitive form of Spread 

Spectrum was developed and used in WW2 to 

control torpedoes and prevent our enemies from 

detecting and jamming our control signals.  

Chuck Smith 

President, The 495th R/C Squadron, Inc. 

 

Fun Fly Award 
Rick Harbaum 

Hi, my name is (Rick) William Harbaum. I'm a member of the 495th R/C 

Squadron and of the Southern NH Flying Eagles. The Flying Eagles have a 

float and fly in September each year. It's a three-event contest, and I won the 

award for ñmost unusual aircraftò with my Maxford Butterfly ARF EP 47" V3. 

It is red with blue floats and has lights in the wings. See Butterfly ARF EP V3 

for more information. 

I'm a dealer for Maxford USA and the 

GWS USA as Willowrock RC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Craftmanshipé 
This came to me via e-mail. Retired dentist Young C. Park built these models over the course of 10 years. The 

models were donated to the Joe Martin Foundation in 2002 ï looks like quite a place. 

 

http://www.maxfordusa.com/gm-butterfly-v3-orange-1.aspx
http://www.craftsmanshipmuseum.com/Other.htm


January 1
st

 at Pinnacle Streeté 

 

Just in case there was any doubt that RC Pilots are crazy, Bill Lentine, Jim Thompson, Chuck Smith, and John 

Morley ventured out to Pinnacle Street Field to break in the New Year! Hope the flying was good! 

 

Member Projects 
SwanysHouse Mojo 60 ï Matthew Clina 

att writes, ñI have just completed my new Mojo 60 from a Swany kit. It is powered by a Saito 91, 

with Hitec 625MG servos on all control surfaces. Dry weight is around 5 1/2 pounds. In the photo, it 

is posed next to its little brother, my 

Mojo 40, powered by an OS 55AX, which I built 

in the late fall. The red, white, and blue Mojo 40 

has been to the field several times and is a great 

flyer. The Mojo 60 is supposed to be even better. 

I canôt wait for spring!ò 

For more information, you can see SwanysHouse 

Mojo 60. Thank you for sharing, Matt. 

 

 

M 

http://www.swanyshouse.com/mojo60/mojo60.aspx
http://www.swanyshouse.com/mojo60/mojo60.aspx

