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Event Calendar

Mar 28, 2009 (Sat) - Spring Fun Fly - Ogonowski Flying Field.

Mar 29, 2009 (Sun) - Art Alfano's Annual Scale Show, CCT.

Apr 1, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT.

May 6, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Winter Project Show-n-Tell, 7:30@CCT.
May 16, 2009 (Sat) - Opening Day and Field Cleanup, Ogonowski Flying Field.
May 21, 2009 (Thu) - Official Start to "Training Night 2009".

Jun 3, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT.

Jun 20, 2009 (Sat) - Summer Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field.

Jul 1, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT.

Jul 26, 2009 (Sat) - 3rd Annual Golden Age Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field.
Aug 5, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Ice Cream Social, 7:30@CCT.

Sep 2, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Annual Member Swap Meet, 7:30@CCT.
Sep 12, 2009 (Sat) - Annual Member Picnic, Ogonowski Flying Field.

Sep 19, 2009 (Sat) - 2nd Annual Glider Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field.

Sep 26, 2009 (Sat) - 4th Annual Helicopter Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field.
Oct 7, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT.

Oct 10, 2009 (Sat) Groton Fun Fly, Groton Flying Field.

Oct 17, 2009 (Sat) - Rocketry and Scout Day, Ogonowski Flying Field.

Nov 4, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Annual Club Business Meeting, 7:30@CCT.
Dec 2, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT.



Upcoming Event s é

March 28™ Spring Fun Fly - coming this Saturday starting at 10am! The flying
events will are:

1. Egg drop. Jim Thompson will bring supplies that can be used to attach the egg
to the plane/heli. Take off and fly off the runway. Fly back over the runway
and drop the egg. 10 points if you hit the runway. 50 points if you are within
10 feet of a target point on the runway. 75 points if you can drop the egg into
your prop and cover your plane with egg. Landing points - 10 if you land on
the runway.

2. Pylon race. Two poles will be set up. Take off and fly around the poles for 5
laps then land. Time is from take off to touch down. Each turn made below
the top of a pole subtracts 5 seconds!

3. Dicey Time. Roll two dice. Take off and fly straight ahead for the number of
seconds on the dice at full throttle. Land. Shortest time wins.

A lunch consisting of hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, soda and cookies will be
provided free-of-charge to all contest participants. Coffee and hot chocolate will
also be available!

March29"Art Al fanood6s Annual ithisigdneofithei ona
highlights of the c¢club calendar, so -
Congregational Church of Tewksbury (the same place we hold our monthly

meetings). Doors open at 1:30pm.

April 1% Club Meeting i we have a representative from the Experimental Aircraft
Association coming in to talk about homebuilt aircraft.

Looking for a Wind Speed Indicator

George Werber

would like to construct a wind speed indicator for the Groton Field. Preferably no electronics. Just a

mechanical device where the wind pushes a wing of some kind higher and higher and higher with an arrow

or indicator to show wind speed. | would like to make it large enough to be visible at a distance - if you
have to get up and walk close to it to get a reading, it probably would not be looked at very much. At least that
is my experience with smaller versions that | have tried. Can anyone in our club help me with a good design of
this kind?

Please contact George Werber at audrej@comcast.net. Thank you!



mailto:audrej@comcast.net

Of Radi os and Batteri e

Advances in Rechargeable Battery and 2.4 GHz Radio System Technoldgy R/C
Presentedby Michael Kou

rechargeable battery and 2.4 GHz radio system technologies applicable to R/C modeling. Michael gave

a very informative presentation about rechargeable batteries including Sanyo Eneloop (NiMH) batteries,
A123 batteries, and LiPo batteries. Michael described the advantages (and disadvantages) of each battery type
for different applications, as well as providing tips on the proper usage of these newer battery types. Following
the battery discussion, Michael presented a very thorough description of how some of the popular 2.4 GHz
systems wutilize the avail able spectrum. Mi chael
him to display a spectrum analyzer view of the entire 2.4 GHz spectrum to illustrate these concepts.

On Wednesday, March 4™, 2009, club member Michael Kou spoke to the club about recent advances in

Thanks to Michael Kou for a very informative evening!!
Article submitted by John Morley, March 24™, 2009



The Sukhoi and the Yak, a Tale of Two Projects

Bob and Andrew Merlino

fashion airplane kit building.

Nothing like a quality kit to
provide countless hours of
relaxing enjoyment all winter
long. | started building 40-size
airplanes in the mid 80s and
eventually moved to 60-size.
Over the years, 60-size planes
have been my favorite: larger,
affordable, can fit 2 or 3 in the
car and they fly great.

I always enjoyed good old

For the last couple of years,
however, we wanted to build
something larger. Not too big, it
still had to fit in the car, of
course. | had my eyes on the
Carl Goldberg Sukhoi SU26 for
guite some ti .
wingspan, 90-120 size plane, known good quality
kit and a reportedly excellent flyer. The fact that
Sukhoi planes are not commonplace made it even
more appealing. And so it was decided, our next
plane project would be the CG SU26.

Then, last year | learned of the demise of Golberg, it
had been acquired by Lanier. An email to the
company confirmed the worst: the two companies
had consolidated their product lines and a lot of Kits
had been discontinued, including the SU26. A huge
disappointment. The SU26 project was not to be.
The reality is that as time goes on, there are fewer
and fewer choices available to us kit builders. A sad
reality indeed.

But hold on, all was not lost. A casual search on
eBay one day, revealed what appeared to be an
ongoi ng, drawn out,
this? A genuine CG SU26 Kit? The discontinued
SU26 that candt be
is a must have! Raise the bid by 3 dollars? Hardly!
With a click of the mouse, | plunked down the full
amount and put a merciful end to the painfully
tedious bidding nonsense. This is our SU26! The
airplane project that

b i d daGrFaghTec

bough

, a large box of wood. A Rev 1 Kit,
in very good shape. Andrew and | began
construction last September. Having built a few
Goldberg planes over the years, this one was no
exception: excellent quality all around, with one or
two notorious weak spots, namely the wing
mounting and the landing gear mounting. But not to
worry, | had done my research. The build included
all structural design upgrades to bring the Kit to the
latest Rev 2 standards. The main upgrade involved
moving the landing gear from the wing to a much
sturdier mount on the fuse, as well as a number of
smaller improvements. The wing construction was a
bit unusual since the whole wing gets built all at
once on a flat table, instead of the usual 2 halves.
The fuse is interlocked ply and went together very
well. The stock plastic cowl and aluminum landing

ear were %ﬁ%raded witg %Stan fiberggss CQVY,\', %nd

With basic construction well advanced, it was time
to start thinking about the engine and avionics. A
consultation with Dave Knox, our field engine and
avionics guru, yielded an interesting proposition. He
a | nfferedto sell s thanedgind amd equipment from his
Yak 54, which was for

A
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me to agree since Dave is known for using only the
latest and best equipment. The setup in his Yak was
no exception: OS120AX, powerful Futaba servos,
split ailerons and elevator setup, 2.4 Rx and
regulated LiPo power. Perfect for the SU26. Then
he suggested Awhy not
we could even fly it, if we wanted, before taking the
equi pment out o. A OK, i f
was my reply. The next Saturday | met Dave at the
field to pick up our new purchase. We hooked up

the radios together and with a push of a button, we
transferred the Yak settings from his radio to mine.
Technol ogy is wonder ful
fly t he pl ane before
ANoénoé | d&m goodo |
mi nd | wasnot real ly
equipment. But he insisted so he took the plane up
and handed me the radio
too fast, very aerobatic, yet super smooth and
precise. What a fun airplane!

At home, looking at our new acquisition, we started
to realize that this is not just an airplane to pick
parts from, this is a very nice airplane. A high
quality Goldberg ARF, with beautiful laser-cut
construction. Most notable was the modern design
with removable plug-in wings, and removable

canopy section, unlike the Sukhoi. The removable
canopy provided full access from the top and most
important, it allowed the plane to fit in the trunk, a
great advantage. The large, built-up control surfaces
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would probably made the Yak better suited for 3D
flying than the Sukhoi. Andrew would like that,
since | often see him toiling with 3D planes on the
simulator.

nd so ap ynexpected dilemmal. Pullin %arts from .
Sdmi liflf ovefali gu[)neﬁor zﬂrﬂ)l ﬁ fia S !
ﬁf& é.uch sense. After r?i;uch Ilbe@tlon a
1¥ecisio Bompletion of tfie Sukhoi Wdlild be ¥ © U
postponed, instead the refurbishing of the Yak
would become our main airplane project this winter.
Suddenly the Sukhoi is relegated to second string.
‘ﬁlﬁne.that cdouJIdnot
h a%ts a3 tefels " argun?
th|§ eléreSheR/e(a S[ﬁoﬁﬁalfed 9" dan&elf of !
%gn RC Felic brn of v ts my
e medntthng, t
?EI the atte ton on the bwldw&g table |z
IQQ ela ut snaz |ér ahd morg molein Yok 54.
She will receive a brand new custom covering and
paint job and some minor hardware upgrades. She
will be a beauty, a gem when we finish!

But first itdéds time to t
she can do. At the field, Andrew flew it first, then
he handed me the radio. | was having a great time,
like a kid with a newfound favorite toy. Suddenly,
as the Yak flew over a corner of the field, | felt

getti

somet hing changing. And
deado. Ahé SO it i s, a s
emergency pl an. Twi ce h

radioé i f I want ed

course, handing the radio to the
more skilled young pilot next to
me would have been the smart

t hing t o do, bu
I é | got this ol
my first dead-st i c k é I
landing dead-stick airplanes 10
year before he was born,
havenot | ost one
could possibly go wrong.
Wel | éf amous | ast

the plane began to glide, my
immediate decision was to go
for a sweeping gentle right turn
over the field and onto the
runway. Such clever maneuver
would have been piece of cake
with my other 60-size planes,



but the Yak inherently had a lot more drag. | over rash, yesé thatodos ité ha
estimated its gliding ability. In no time at all, my back, queen of the building table once more. Major

feeble glide attempt to a runway too far, culminated construction is almost done now.

in the ground intersecting the_ plane at an Although he doesndt know
unfavora|l:l):e angle. A pancake, as it were. What a will sand the entire plane until it is as smooth as
bummert!! baby skin and then we can start covering. Yes,

My excitement with the Yak had ended as t hat 0s right, It 0s ver:
unexpectedly as it had started. Further inspection subcontractor available when it comes to certain
revealed far too much damage to the fuselage for us jobs!

to rfapair, hovyevg:r, no damage to the all important Wedre projecting she wil
engine and avionics. good weight. If all goes well a maiden voyage in

After a few days of sulking and pondering, there early May is a possibildi
was only one thing to do: crawl back to the Sukhoi, hold a grudge!!

beg for forgiveness and hope that she will take us

backét hat ot her airplane? It di dnot me an
anythingéhonest! ! Forgotten on the shelf? Oh
noéno! Tmhadaty was éo ahé prevent hangar

View From The Left Seat ™

John Morley, President

our website. There are many R/C activities (fun-

cobmpet igeitotnisn,g dem

ell folks, the first signs of spring are
definitely Ain t he flay 9!
warmer each d ay , and wi t h tha Neva Englavd @réarthet are surely of interest to

getting closer, and closer, to the really great flying
weather! Not only that, but the days are also getting

|l onger, so it wono6t be | w@ndgmai oreminders dovtee rbembersn beforea v e
a lot this winter (Japan, California, and Florida), so important events, especially for our own club
| 6m f ekeilti nmorae A cabi n f e spansoréd everisj se beysweata provide dhe club
normal. Unfortunately, my travel commitments with an accurate, up-to-date address so that we can
have kept me out of t he keepoouknformen gboutalfib activities.e | S 0
got some catching up to do on On e i de a t hat

a few projects before the
Aof ficialo
season. As | am, | hope that
everyone is taking advantage
of these last few weeks of
colder weather to finish up
anything they were working
on, to get in some simulator
time (the rust forms quickly
over the winter!), and to
prepare their models for the
upcoming flying season. At a minimum, be sure to
check and cycle your radio batteries, and give each
one of your airplanes a thorough inspection!

Throughout the year we are continually adding
information about club, local, and regional events to

s t alrhavetmade a proposal torthe
officers at the Burlington RC
and Middlesex County RC
Flyers (Billerica) to hold a
multi-club fun fly at
OaonowsKki

our members. As we become aware of these events
we will add them to the website. We will also try to

discussed a bit over the last
few years, but has not
become a reality for a variety

Fun Flyo.
made a proposal to the
officers at the Burlington RC
and Middlesex County RC
Flyers (Billerica) to hold a
multi-club fun fly at our field
in Tewksbury (Ogonowski Field) sometime in July
or August. I think this would be a wonderful way
for our clubs to pool resources to put on a really
great day for our members, and for all of us to get to
know the members in these other clubs. So far the
response to this idea has been positive, so perhaps

Fi el

of reasons-Clubi s
Thi s



weol | be able to make
details will be provided as they become available!

We are currently planning to have many exciting
activities for our members again this year! The first
warm weather (cross your fingers!) fun fly of the
season will take place on March 28™. On the
following day (Sunday March 29™), we will be
hosting the 20™ Annual Art Alfano Scale Show. We
decided to hold this event on a Sunday this year to
encourage more people to attend that might
otherwise have conflicts, or time constraints, on a
Wednesday night. On Wednesday April 1%, Joel

t hVentura hoh thp eEAA t(Bxpersmentale Aincraft

Association) Chapter 106 (Greater Boston) will
speak to us about Experimental (Homebuilt)
Aviation. And, finally on May 6", we will host our
annual (and much anticipated) Winter Project Show
n-Tell at the regular club meeting!

Again, a reminder that each month the BOD will
meet on the Wednesday evening immediately
preceding the regular club meeting. This is a change
from the previous schedule of meeting on Thursday
evenings, so take note! Occasionally, the BOD does
not meet in a given month due to schedule or
calendar conflicts, and every effort will be made to
notify the membership by email when this happens.
We have recently changed the BOD meeting venue
to the 99 Restaurant in Tewksbury. The new
location provides the peace and quiet necessary to
efficiently conduct the business of the club. As
always, there is plenty of room at every meeting,
and the atmosphere is informal, so we invite
interested members to attend! The next regular
BOD meeting will be held two weeks early on
Wednesday April. 29th, 2009 at 7:30 PM, to avoid
the Christmas and New Year Holidays!!

I hope you see all of you at upcoming club
meetings, and at the field!

John Morley March 24, 2009
President, The 495th R/C Squadron, Inc

Board-of-Directors Meeting

Bob Merlino, Secretary

Date: March 25, 2009

Attendees: John Morley, Paul Gosselin, Dave Silva, Jim Thompson, Ernie Poole, Bill Lentine, Bob

Merlino, Tony DeFinizio, Steve Jackson.

Final logistics for the fun fly on Saturday at Pinnacle

Final logistics for Art Alfano scale show on Sunday

April membership meeting. A home-built airplane expert will give a presentation

A multi-club fun fly event was discussed. Tentatively to include the Burlington and the Billerica

clubs. Organizers from the three clubs will meet to discuss the logistics.
e Brief discussion on ways to recruit new members. A recent article on AMA highlighted the merits

of recruiting at the local senior citizen centers.

Mo



e Long discussion of club finances. Paul gave a detailed breakdown of the 2008 expenses. The club
expenses were way above the income last year, even if the one time expenses (lawn mower,
frequency pin equipment and material) were not counted. A 2009 budget is being finalized. The
goal for this year is to break even, or at least have a smaller deficit than the federal government

Handy links to great places:

495" Website 495" Monthly Newsletter page

495" Club By-Laws 495th Membership Application

Pinnacle Street Field Rules R/ C Buyer6s Warehouse

Bill s Hobby Barn Billdés Hobby Mail Order Site
R/C Groups Renew your AMA Membership Online

Hobby Fever
PLEASE PATRONIZE our LOCAL R/C Suppliers!

Bill's Hobby Barn RC Buyer's Warehouse Hobby Fever
326F South Broadway 95 Northeastern Blvd 279 Boston Rd. (Rt 3A)
Salem, NH 03079 Nashua, NH 03062 Billerica MA 01862

Ph: 603-898-9241 Ph 603-595-2494 Ph 978-667-1600


http://www.495thsquadron.org/
http://www.495thsquadron.org/Newsletter.htm
http://www.495thsquadron.org/PDF_Files/Club%20Bylaws%2011-05-2008.pdf
http://www.495thsquadron.org/PDF_Files/Membership%20Application%202009.pdf
http://www.495thsquadron.org/PDF_Files/Pinnacle%20Street%20Field%20Rules%202009.pdf
http://www.rcbuyers.com/
http://www.billshobbybarn.com/
http://www.hobbiesdiscounter.com/
http://www.rcgroups.com/
http://www.modelaircraft.org/preapp.aspx
http://www.hobbyfever.com/

