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Event Calendar 
 Apr 7, 2010 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Terrafugia. 

 Apr 18, 2010 (Sun) - Annual Auction. 

 May 1, 2010 (Sat) -  Opening Day, Ogonowski Field 

 May 5, 2010 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Winter Project Show-n-Tell, 7:30@CCT 

 May 15, 2010 (Sat) - Glider Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 May 22-23, 2010 (Sat/Sun) - Annual Helicopter Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 Jul 7, 2010  (Wed) - Club Meeting: Ice Cream Social!!, 7:30@CCT 

 Jul 10, 2010 (Sat) - Summer Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 Aug 14, 2010 (Sat) - Summer Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 Sep 1, 2010 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Annual Swap Meet, 7:30@CCT 

 Sep 11, 2010 (Sat) - Annual Member Picnic, Ogonowski Field 

 Sep 25, 2010 (Sat) - 'Toys For Tots' Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 Oct 2, 2010 (Wed) - Scout and Rocketry Day, Ogonowski Field 

 Oct 9, 2010 (Sat) - Fall Fun Fly, Groton Field 

 Nov 3, 2010 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Annual Club Business Meeting, 7:30@CCT 

 



View From Under the Rotor 
Chuck Smith, President 

ell the flying season is here.  I know itôs early 

but the past two weekends we have had temps in 

the high 50s and this past Monday (3-8) while it 

was only 50 degrees it was sunny with no breeze.  It felt 

much warmer than it was and flying was GREAT!  Monday 

we had about 7 or 8 cars and 5 or more people actively 

flying. 

I hope you all can finish up your winter prep and are able to 

get out to the field and fly a bit.  

Indoor flying at Tennis Plaza in Dracut: 

I would like to thanks Shawn at Hobby Fever for 

sponsoring and managing this event. 

We had a pretty good attendance at the Dracut indoor arena 

(10 from the 495
th
 and another 9 from other area clubs.)  I 

counted 19 flyers and another 6 plus spectators. The cost 

was $10 and that covered you for the two hours.  There 

were all sorts of things flying around, foamies, helis, a cool 

looking P-51 and of course our own Rodger Carignan with 

many of his scratch built planes.  It was a perfect 

opportunity to see some of the newer small electrics in 

flight and that has helped me to make a determination on 

which one is right for me.   I saw the: Ember, Vapor, 

Sukhoi, Ultra Micro J3 Cub, Ultra Micro P-51, Ultra Micro 

4-Site (biplane) and even a tandem rotor micro heli.  

We had quite the range of flyers young and old(er) as well 

as a women flyer that seems to have a very good handle on 

the planes and helicopters. There were no mid airs but a 

few blades were consumed by walls and other non movable 

objects.  Tony Covino flew his 2 foamies (one rather large) 

and was easily able to manage some hovers and other 

stunts. I actually setup my new mSR to my real radio 

(JR9303) with a little help from Dave Silva It was a snap to 

bind and the added benefits made this little one feel more 

like a real electric heli. As always Andrew did not let us 

down and performed some awesome flying with his GAUI 

200 heli. There was a guy from the Wilmington 

Community Channel filming a piece for their local cable 

and I hope to get a link or something so we can watch the 

fun online. There are a few more scheduled indoor fly 

events at this venue in the next few weeks. If you have a 

small electric and want to try flying inside, itôs worth the 

trip. As long as we can get 10 or more people I believe the 

cost will remain at $10 per person. Contact Hobby Fever 

W 
New neat thing of the 

monthé 
OK we really do get carried away with 

our cool electronic goodies.  Here is 

something I just found online.  I know 

itôs a limited audience but this tool is 

useful for RC helicopters and these is a 

good chance someone at the club will 

make use of this new program. 

An application compatible with iPhone 

and iPod touch. Requires iPhone OS 

3.1.2 or later. 

Itôs called ñHeliTachò and it is an 

acoustic tachometer for radio controlled 

helicopters. It works by recording an 

audio sample of the helicopter and 

using an algorithm to analyze the sound 

of the helicopter's blades or engine.  

HeliTach has an "Electric" mode that 

listens to the sound of the blades and a 

"Nitro/Gas" mode that listens to the 

engine RPM to measure headspeed.  

Who knew we needed this to be built 

into our cell phones ? J. See PcWorld 

Review. 

 

http://www.pcworld.com/appguide/app.html?id=147666&expand=false
http://www.pcworld.com/appguide/app.html?id=147666&expand=false
javascript:void(0)


for specifics. (978) 667-1600 

As our season starts to heat up we have a lot of events (as usual) this year. I know a lot of you do help out at 

many of our events and for that I am grateful, but those of you who have not, please consider stepping up to 

help out somewhere. There is always some little job we could use your help with and the fun, camaraderie and 

benefits will make it worth your while. 

Wow March 16-21 looks like super flying weather. It was nice to wear a short sleeve shirt for a change. I got 

out on Wednesday (17
th
) after installing a new Gy520 gyro with BLS251 Futaba servo. It always impresses me 

when the technology takes a jump and the price takes a drop at the same time. My original gyro ñsetupò cost 

$259.00 (JR solution) and my new Futaba solution cost me $264 (ok, ok it cost me 5 dollars more) So far it 

looks like it out performs the original, and setup was much easier. Oh yea the gyro is even smaller now. 

I can now say I have done 4 of the 4 things I needed to do this winter. Gyro upgrade, Fuel tubing changed, New 

OS55 in place and broken in, and I replaced most of the main bearings on my 50 helicopter. I am officially 

ready for the spring flying season. J  

Chuck Smith 

President, The 495
th
 R/C Squadron, Inc. 

April Meeting: Terrafugia 
e will be having a guest speaker at the April 

Memberôs meeting. His name is Sam 

Schweighart and he is from a startup 

company named Terrafugia based in Woburn. They are 

developing the Transition, a light sport aircraft that is 

ñroadableò ï it is legal to drive on the street. More at 
http://www.terrafugia.com/. 

 

 

W 

http://www.terrafugia.com/contact.html


In Memory of Bob Libby 
1977-2010 

ith great sadness we learned of the loss of Bob Libby, who 

passed away on March 21 due to a tragic automobile accident 

in Maine. Bob was one of the top RC heli pro pilots in the New 

England area and one of the nicest people in the hobby. Bob enjoyed 

many outdoor activities including hunting and tournament fishing, but 

heli flying was his passion. His license plate read ñX-Heliò. Andrew and I 

had the pleasure of participating with him at several events. The amazing 

skills he demonstrated at the flight line were matched only by his 

kindness and willingness to help others. He loved sharing his knowledge. 

Though we only knew him for a year, he was like a longtime friend and 

always a gentleman. Last year he provided great flying entertainment at 

our fun fly at Pinnacle and he was the first guest pilot we invited back for 

this yearôs event. We will miss Bob at the fun fly and we will miss Bob 

after that. Rest In Peace Bob Libby.  

Written by Bob Merlino. 
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