
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Pinnacle  
The Official Journal of the 495

th
 R/C Squadron 

Gold Leader Club AMA Charter #340 

 Volume 40 Issue 5  May 2009 

 

Opening Day 



In this Issue 
In this Issue ..............................................................2 

Event Calendar .........................................................2 

Winter Project Show & Tell 2009 ...........................3 

View From The Left Seat .....................................8 

The New Rules .........................................................9 

Summer Fun Fly ....................................................13 

 

 

Event Calendar 
 Jun 3, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 Jun 20, 2009 (Sat) - Summer Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Jul 1, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 Jul 26, 2009 (Sat) - 3rd Annual Golden Age Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Aug 5, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Ice Cream Social, 7:30@CCT. 

 Sep 2, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Annual Member Swap Meet, 7:30@CCT. 

 Sep 12, 2009 (Sat) - Annual Member Picnic, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Sep 19, 2009 (Sat) - 2nd Annual Glider Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Sep 26-27, 2009 (Sat) - 4th Annual Helicopter Fun Fly, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Oct 7, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 Oct 10, 2009 (Sat) Groton Fun Fly, Groton Flying Field. 

 Oct 17, 2009 (Sat) - Rocketry and Scout Day, Ogonowski Flying Field. 

 Nov 4, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Annual Club Business Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 Dec 2, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting, 7:30@CCT. 

 



 

Winter Project Show & Tell 2009 
David Houston 

Ernie Poole ï E-Flite Dueceôs Wild 
Equipped with 32 size motors, flaps, retracts. Props rotate in opposite directions. Weights in at 10-13 lbs. See 

http://www.rcuniverse.com/magazine/article_display.cfm?article_id=106
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Dr. John Mandell ï Great Planes F4-Phantom Kit 
Bought it partially completed from the 

óback roomô at Billôs Hobby Barn. Did 

internet searches to get information for 

color and markings. Powered by an OS 

75. Has retracts, flaps, and on-board 

glow (the indicator light for the on-

board glow is located in the pilots 

heads-up-display!). Used Estes rockets 

for tanks and missiles. Weight is 

estimated at 14 lbs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rcuniverse.com/magazine/article_display.cfm?article_id=1065
http://www.rcuniverse.com/magazine/article_display.cfm?article_id=1065


Bill Lentine ï NitroModels Bobcat 50 ARF 
Bought it on e-bay. Made for a pusher motor in back. Fiberglass fuselage with light ply formers installed. The 

plane is ready for retracts, but Bill is not using them. Will be powered by an OS 75. See 

http://www.rcuniverse.com/product_guide/kitprofile.cfm?kit_id=4717 . 

Clarence White ï Great Planes Corsair Kit 
It took lots of carving to get the shape right! Covered with Econocot. Electric powered with a 40 size motor and 

60 amp ESC. About 750 watts. Has a hatch with a spring on the latch for battery access. Weight is about 6 lbs 

with battery. 

  

http://www.rcuniverse.com/product_guide/kitprofile.cfm?kit_id=4717


Clarence White and Ralph Dionne ï ñTurkeyò 
I apologize for not having a picture of this one because it is simply amazing what you can build a plane out of! 

They built this as a building contest several weeks earlier. The challenge was to build a plane in 2.5 hrs. The 

contestants had to supply the power and radio equipment, the contest supplied the materials for the plane. The 

contestants worked in teams of two. Lost points for each minute over the 2.5 hr limit. Their finished plane had 

to fly, roll, loop, and land. Clarence did the flying honors. 

Michael Kou ï Northeast Aerodynamics Aquila ARF 
Michael purchased this plane to 

compete in the Sportsman category.. 

The plane is designed for a 1.4 glow 

engine, but Michael converted it to 

electric and is powering it with A123 

cells. The plane came out around 12 

lb, but the weight limit is 11 lbs. So 

some trimming was required. Changes 

such as a carbon fiber wing tube and 

carbon fiber landing gear made up 

much of the difference. Removing the 

channel for the canister muffler/tuned 

pipe also helped. The last bit was 

achieved by changing the covering 

down the side of the fuselage! See 

http://www.ne-

aero.com/aquila_f3a.html 

Bill Copp ï Great Planes RV-4 ARF 
This is Billôs second GP RV-4 he 

purchased (lost to a radio failure ï RIP). 

He was so happy with the first one that he 

decided to put a first-rate finish on this 

one. He stripped the original covering. 

The wings were sheeted with balsa and 

covered with ¾ oz fiberglass cloth. The 

fuselage was covered with Coverite. It is 

powered by an OS160 4-stroke twin. Bill 

machined his own mufflers to get the 

sound right. Weights in at 13 lb 10 oz. 
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