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Event Calendar 
 Dec 2, 2009 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Video and Flight Simulators, 7:30@CCT 

 Jan 6, 2010 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Indoor Fun Fly, 7:30@CCT 

 Feb 3, 2010 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Italian Banquet, 6:30@CCT, (regular meeting follows at 8:00) 

 Feb 13, 2010 (Wed) - Winter Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 Mar 28, 2010 (Sun) - Art Alfano's 21st Annual Invitational Scale Show, CCT 

 May 1, 2009 (Sat) -  Opening Day, Ogonowski Field 

 May 5, 2010 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Winter Project Show-n-Tell, 7:30@CCT 

 May 15, 2010 (Sat) - Glider Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 Jun 19-20, 2010 (Sat/Sun) - Annual Helicopter Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 Jul 7, 2010  (Wed) - Club Meeting: Ice Cream Social!!, 7:30@CCT 

 Jul 10, 2010 (Sat) - Summer Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 Aug 14, 2010 (Sat) - Summer Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 Sep 1, 2010 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Annual Swap Meet, 7:30@CCT 

 Sep 11, 2009 (Sat) - Annual Member Picnic, Ogonowski Field 

 Sep 25, 2010 (Sat) - 'Toys For Tots' Fun Fly, Ogonowski Field 

 Oct 2, 2010 (Wed) - Scout and Rocketry Day, Ogonowski Field 

 Oct 9, 2010 (Sat) - Fall Fun Fly, Groton Field 

 Nov 3, 2010 (Wed) - Club Meeting: Annual Club Business Meeting, 7:30@CCT 

 

Note that some events and dates are tentative and subject to change. 

 



Club Officers 
n November 4th, 2009, the 495th R/C Squadron, Inc. held its annual election of Club Officers at the 

regular monthly club meeting. The Club would like to thank all those individuals who participated in 

this process, and especially those people who volunteered to serve the Club as an Officer or Director by 

throwing their hat into the ring. All of the newly-elected Club officers and directors are looking forward to an 

exciting and fun-filled year in 2010!! 

President: Chuck Smith 978-857-9761 pres@495thsquadron.org 

Vice President: Jim Thompson 978-683-0060 vp@495thsquadron.org 

Secretary: Bob Merlino 978-640-3854 sec@495thsquadron.org 

Treasurer: Paul Gosselin 978-685-8765 treas@495thsquadron.org 

Chief Instructor: Mark Marchese 978-681-0879 

Directors: Bob Goulet 978-957-5236 dir1@495thsquadron.org 

Bill Lentine 978-688-5872 dir3@495thsquadron.org 

John Morley 978- 851-8895 past-pres@495thsquadron.org 

Dave Silva 978-658-7189 dir2@495thsquadron.org 

 

Billôs Hobby Barn Recognized 

 

he Officers and Board of Directors of the 495
th
 R/C Squadron recently presented Bill Rickard of Billôs 

Hobby Barn with a plaque in recognition of his many years of support of the club. His support over the 

last 25 years has included supplying raffle prizes at great prices, sponsoring club flying, and referring 

many potential RC flyers to the club for information and instruction. 

Next time you are up in Salem, NH, drop in on Bill and tell him ñThank you!ò 
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View From Under the Rotor 
Chuck Smith, President 

reetings 495th Members! 

It will be a pleasure to spend some time 

each month writing about the events and 

happenings at our fields.  Iôll admit now, I havenôt 

been to the Groton field in quite a while, but Iôll put 

some effort into making the trip down there this 

year.   

I have a lot of ideas I hope you will find interesting 

and look forward to sharing with you. If any of you 

would like to add to our newsletter please jump in 

anytime. You may send the information to me or 

directly to David Houston who is our Newsletter 

editor.   

OK, letôs get it going! 

Those of you who were at the field on Saturday 

November 7
th
 may have seen me flying my Yellow 

Aircraft CAP 232. This plane is about 6 years old, 

give or take.  I would guess I have put a total of 12 

flights on it in the past 6 years (none of these more 

than 6 to 8 minutes). I have a few reasons why I 

havenôt flown it, but no good excuse. 

Letôs just say I let it sit because I was busy with 

other things. I did make one attempt this past 

summer with no luck.  The engine was sticking 

(lifters- on a 4 stroke) and when this was resolved 

the wing bolts would not screw into the tapped 

holes.  The wood had shrunk and the bolts were just 

too tight to get in more than a few threads. 

My engine sat idle for another 6 plus months before 

I got it out to the field this past weekend and the 

connecting rod got stuck again and fell out of the 

lifter.  With a little help from Jim Thompson we 

corrected this and gave the Saito 91 a spin.  It 

started up nearly immediately, much to my surprise.  

Well I wanted to let it run for a half tank or so but 

after a few seconds Jim picked it up, we tested the 

engine at full throttle and he carried it out to the pin 

pole, placed it down and well,é. apparently It was 

time to fly.   J  

No excuses, fully charged, the engine purring along, 

it was time to just do it! 

I taxied out, made the turn at the far end of the 

runway, and called out my intention to take off.  

The conditions were excellent.  Little to no wind 

and about 55 degrees.  The sky was cleared out ï 

might be courtesy for the new club president, or 

maybe they werenôt sure how safe me or my plane 

would be in the air (did I mention we have a very 

wise membership? J). 

Here we go I thought, keep that nose pointed 

straight down the runway, full throttle watch for the 

typical veer to one side, get up to speed and pull 

pack slowly.  Up she went. It was a slow accent but 

level and looked pretty good.  I made my initial turn 

to the left and made sure to give up elevator to keep 

it going up.  Pretty quickly I found out the control 

movements were ridiculously sluggish, but flyable.  

Got some altitude and tried to calm my nerves a bit, 

I mean, it has been a long while for me.  Luckily it 

IS like riding a bike ï once you do it, it all comes 

back to you. I put up with the slow controls and 

figured I would make some changes when I landed.  

I had forgotten to set the timer on my JR8103 

transmitter so I had to guess when I hit the ten 

minute mark.   

Eventually it was time to bring it back home, 

hopefully in one piece, with any luck.  I had always 

been afraid this engine would die on me. Itôs my 

first 4 stroke and I never got comfortable with it like 

I was with my two strokes.  My guess was this 

would not be a super glider with no engine and I 

wasnôt ready to find out. Down the back leg, I made 

a turn to the right and tried to keep it low just above 

tree height but inside the field.  This plane always 

seemed to come in hot. I think I never had the right 

prop on it.  Today I was flying it with a 14-6 APC 

prop.  Apparently the MUCH smaller prop I was 

running (12-6) made a huge difference in the 

airspeed especially as it relates to the final 

approach.   She came in level and touched down 

picture perfect.  Wow!  This was really a blast to 

fly.  Lesson one for me, right prop makes a HUGE 

difference.  

Before the second flight I made an increase in the 

control surfaces by about 10% and realized my dual 
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rate switches are set up in the opposite direction of 

normal.  All switches forward were actually set to 

high rates.  I flipped these settings, set my timer (to 

12 minutes) and took off again.  Slow sluggish 

movement was no surprise, but I now felt 

comfortable switching to high rates and did a few 

rolls, loops and even tried a knife edge. 

OK now it was 10% more fun to fly, but still too 

slow for my tastes.  I finished about 10 minutes and 

brought it in for a landing.  This one wasnôt so 

pretty but it came in safe and nothing broke, so on 

to the last flight for my Cap today.  I did want to get 

in a couple flights with my helicopter before the sun 

set (about 4:30 BTW). 

Made another 10% increase again as it was still 

very tame and went up feeling pretty good about 

this plane, actually better about it than ever before.  

I believe I regained confidence in the plane and my 

ability to fly it.  This last flight I tried hard to keep it 

up for the full 12 minutes and I landed at 11 

minutes on the timer so I didnôt do too badly.  This 

last landing was as sweet as the first.   

To sum up the experience, I cannot think of any 

type of aircraft that comes close to the level 

approach and descent of a plane coming in on final.  

I enjoy flying my helicopter and the challenges it 

gives me, but the helicopter doesnôt hold a candle 

when it comes to landing. I expect to spend a lot 

more time flying my CAP.  

 

Chuck Smith 

President, The 495
th
 R/C Squadron, Inc 

New neat thing of the 

month... 
Each month I would like to share some new trick 

or product with you that I have run into in my 

travels. 

This month I found something called the battery 

buddies. Itôs a plastic cap you can put over your 

deans connector to cover the exposed slots.  They 

can also be used for covering your carb, exhaust 

plug, or ni starter. 

 

These rubber boots resemble the orange or red 

plugs you have on your ni starter, but are perfectly 

formed to fit over your deans connector.  The red 

ones can be used to indicate a fully charged 

battery and the black ones to indicate a discharged 

battery.  I have 5- 6 cell batteries for one of my 

aircraft and I have been either using all on each 

trip to the field OR I place a rubber band on the 

spent batteries so I remember which ones to 

charge.  You get 6 of these for 5 dollars (three 

black and three red).  As it states in the magazine 

where I saw them, ñwhy didnôt I think of that?ò 

You can purchase these from 

http://www.batterybuddies.com/ 

Or perform a search for them online there are a 

few dealers that sell them. 

 

http://www.batterybuddies.com/


 Groton Fun Fly 
Photos by John Morley 

ay back on Oct. 10th, the club hosted the annual Groton Fun Fly 

at the Groton Flying Field. It rained heavily overnight, and the 

day began very cold, wet and blustery, with winds gusting over 

25 mph! In spite of the poor weather, some crazy people actually showed 

up to fly! Ultimately, a single event (the ñGolf Ball Dropò) was held before 

conditions deteriorated to the point that continued flying was not possible. 
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